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The vital role of Allied Health Professionals

Allied Health Professionals (AHPs) represent the third largest professional workforce in health and
social care — their contributions are critical to the development and delivery of high quality, patient
centred clinical research.
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Working in partnership to maximise opportunities and impact

The purpose of this strategy is to support Allied Health Professionals working with, and for, the NIHR
Clinical Research Network (CRN). It builds on experiences of those working across the CRN and
views sought from strategic partners, including the Council for Allied Health Professions Research
(CAHPR).

The strategy complements existing NIHR reports including ‘Mapping research capacity activities

in the CLAHRC (Collaboration and Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care) community:
Supporting non-medical professionals’ and ‘Ten years on: Adapting and evolving to new challenges
in developing tomorrow’s health research leaders’. The strategy also seeks to build on initiatives led
by partners, such as NHS England’s ‘Allied Health Professions into Action’, with the aim of working
together to amplify the impact of AHPs across the health and research system.

Allied Health Professionals are already leading research, working in a breadth of roles, driving best
practice, and linking in with a wide range health and social care networks. As such, AHPs are well
placed to embrace the future challenges within an ever changing research landscape, characterised
by rapid developments in science and technology, emerging methodologies, and new care models
and settings.



Our strategic goals

The 2018-2020 NIHR Clinical Research Network Allied Health Professionals Strategy sets out five
strategic goals:







Promoting and implementing the strategy

This strategy will be shared widely through our partners.
Local Clinical Research Network (LCRN) and Council for Allied Health Professions Research
(CAHPR) events will be an opportunity for AHPs to:

» Shape delivery activities
» Share information about local strategies and complementary activities
» Share case studies about AHP’s in research to bring the strategy to life

For more information or if you would like to be involved in strategy implementation activities, email

anthea.mould@nihr.ac.uk

To find out about upcoming activities and events, visit the NIHR Allied Health Professionals in

Research site: https://sites.google.com/nihr.ac.uk/nihrahpsinresearch/home

More strategy materials are available at: bit.ly/AHPStrategy

Additional information for AHPs interested in developing as clinical and
academic researchers

The NIHR supports AHPs to lead their own programmes of research, often alongside
continued clinical practice and development as independent researchers, through pre-
doctoral, doctoral and post-doctoral fellowships.

The NIHR, in partnership with Health Education England through the HEE/NIHR Integrated
Clinical Academic Programme, provides opportunities for clinicians to develop as clinical
academics.

The NIHR runs various research training programmes to enable AHPs to develop as

research leaders.




